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Abstract 
We are living in the early 21th century and facing a deluge of social problems which threaten our world. Nowadays  one of the 
serious problem we are facing  is that marriage and sexuality have been distorted.  Since the Fall, one of the serious criminals 
toward God has been sexual corruption.  When God created man and woman, sexuality was intended to be sacred for their perfect 
relationship which is so called marriage.  Therefore sexuality and marriage should be interweaved in terms of Christian 
theological education. 
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1. Introduction 
We are living in the late 20th century and facing a deluge of social problems which threaten our world. One of 
the serious problem we are facing is that marriage and sexuality have been distorted.  As we know, since the Fall, 
one of the serious criminals toward God has been sexual corruption.  The Bible writes about two fearful judgements.  
These two judgements occurred in Noah and Lot’s period, because of people’s sexual corruptions.  Even though 
God’s judgement was so powerful that most of the corrupted people could not be survived at that time, sexual 
corruptions pervaded through the mankind and are still so powerful that it may threaten even the churches.  When 
God created man and woman, sexuality was intended to be sacred for their perfect relationship which is so called 
marriage. Therefore sexuality and marriage should be interweaved.  However, since the Fall, the relationship 
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between sexuality and marriage has been vulnerable to brokenness.  It means that in our society we are open to lots 
of problems regarding sexuality and marriage, such as, premarital sex and teenager unwed mothers, adultery and 
broken homes, pornographic films and criminals, homosexuality, prostitution and dreadful sexual diseases and so 
forth.  Graciously, God has not given up mankind but has plan to save us according to His redemptive works.  God 
also wants us to do our jobs for this redemptive works.  What we have to do is to educate people according to His 
word.  This education is called Christian education and also we need our theological perspective to support this and 
to distinguish ours from others.  
2. Theology of Marriage and Sexuality In Terms of the Creation 
2.1. Marriage  
God willed to create man in his image, male and female, and he did so. God gave male and female the 
commission to replenish the earth and subdue it, so that reproduction has a theological and not just a biological and 
sociological validation (Bromiley 1980, 4). Therefore the theology of marriage should be understood as the product 
of the creation.  What is marriage? In order to understand marriage, we need to understand that it is a relationship 
which is instituted by God. Marriage is not only of God, but it belongs to Him as well, not to us. Jesus says, “So 
they are no longer two, but one. Therefore what God has joined together, let man not separate” (Mark 10:12).   
However, many people believe that it belongs to them. Also false understanding of marriage would allow us to 
abuse it. Therefore, we need to understand the marriage fully to eliminate the abuses.  In order to understand what 
marriage is as designed and ordained by God, it is necessary to look past the opinions and cliches of the world 
around us. Since the Bible gives us a rich understanding of what God intended in the marriage relationship, it is vital 
to examine the Bible’ s teaching on marriage.   
First, we must realize that the idea of male and female was God’s idea (Wheat 1980, 24). The Bible says, “ So 
God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them” (Gen. 1: 
27).  In a loving, amazing, creative act, the Almighty God conceived the wonderful mysteries of male and female, 
masculinity and femininity, to bring joy into our lives.  Second, marriage was designed by God to meet the first need 
of the human race: loneliness (Ibid, 25). Adam had the fellowship of God and the company of birds and animals, an 
interesting job, but he was alone. So a wise and loving Creator provided the perfect solution: another creature like 
the man yet wondrously unlike him. God’ s plan was to supply a completeness, a person totally suitable for Adam 
spiritually, intellectually, emotionally, and physically (Ibid).  Third, marriage was planned and decreed to bring 
happiness, not misery (Ibid, 26). When the Lord brought the woman to Adam, the man expressed his feelings in 
words like these: “ This is now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called ‘ woman,’ for she was 
taken out of man” (Gen. 2:23). Without a doubt marriage was designed for our joy, our happiness.  Fourth, marriage 
begins with a leaving of all other relationships in order to establish a permanent relationship between one man and 
one woman (Ibid, 27). The Bible says, “ For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his 
wife, and they will become one flesh” (Gen. 2:24). Christians have focused so closely on marriage as an institution 
that we seem to have forgotten that it is a living, personal relationship (Gundry 1980, 33). The original creation 
account in Genesis 1 and the meeting of Adam and Eve in Genesis 2 reflect God’ s intention that male and female 
would find their relationship satisfying and pleasurable(Ibid). Adam immediately recognized the purpose of God’ s 
dual creation: “ Bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh!” 
The principal we learn from Genesis 2:24 is that marriage means leaving. Unless you are willing to leave all else, 
you will never develop the thrilling openness of relationship that God intended for every married couple to enjoy. 
Fifth, marriage requires an inseparable joining of husband and wife throughout their lifetime (“ ...and be united to 
his wife...” Gen. 2:24), (Wheat 1980, 29). God’ s plan in marriage is an inseparable union that is brought about as 
we obey His command to cleave to one another. Marriage is a contract between two individuals who agree to a more 
or less permanent bond regardless of the love content.  Sixth, marriage means oneness on the fullest possible sense, 
including intimate physical union without shame (“...they will become one flesh” Gen. 2:24), (Ibid, 31). The biblical 
expression for sexual intercourse between husband and wife is to know. Although it goes far deeper than the 
physical, becoming one flesh involves intimate physical union in sexual intercourse. Thus, in the divine pattern of 
marriage, sexual intercourse between husband and wife includes both intimate physical knowledge and a tender, 
intimate, personal knowledge.  This makes marriage a very distinct relationship from that of family. Marriage, after 
all, is not defined as merely the means of procreating, even though this is one outcome of marriage. Rather, marriage 
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is that special relationship of partners as discussed above (Olthuis 1975, 44-45).    
Marriage also has a very important relationship with the church. The role of the church is one that calls the 
couple to confess their commitment to Jesus Christ, reminding them of their vows to each other, and responsibilities 
in light of God’ s Word (Ibid, 50). Thus the minister’ s role is not to marry the couple, but to acknowledge that God 
himself marries them in their vow. The church joins in promising to do all it can to support the marriage, and 
participate in bringing healing to couples whose marriages are breaking down(Ibid).   Marriage also takes place 
within the jurisdiction of the state. The state sees its role in the marriage relationship as that of protecting the couple: 
requiring blood tests, maintaining laws against bigamy, and pledging-by means of the marriage license-to promote 
conditions which will be for the good of those entering into a marriage relationship(Ibid, 48).  Finally, we should 
realize that the ultimate glue which holds a marriage together is not love, sex, an emotional feeling-even children, or 
the law. It is commitment. It is the conscious decision to stay together and make it work. Without commitment a 
marriage freezes to death (Conway 1991, 41) 
2.2. Sexuality 
When we use the term “ love-life,” someone usually assumes that we are going to talk about sex. One of the 
popular mistakes we make in English language is that to make love means to have sex. In our culture, sex and love 
are often confused even though they are not interchangeable terms.  As I mentioned earlier in the introduction, one 
young girl and two boys had sexes each other and made a pornographic film. This kind of sex is not for love but for 
only their physical pleasures. Also recreational sex fails eventually not because it is immoral but because it is dull 
(Leone & O’ Neill 1983, 24). Even though sex is sometimes for only physical pleasures, it would be accepted while 
this is in marriage. God created sex for man and woman in their marriage life.  Smedes writes, “The average 
Christian has an especially hard time integrating his sexuality with his faith” (Smedes 1976, 15). Some Christians 
feel that their sexuality is nature’s strongest competitor for their loyalty to Christ.  The Roman Catholic church has 
focused on procreation as the main purpose. Sigmund Freud and his followers, on the other hand, have stressed the 
primacy of pleasure. Some contemporary Protestant thinkers have sidestepped this debate between procreation and 
pleasure by emphasizing the relational aspect of intercourse in a “ one flesh” union (Hollis 1975, 63).   Then, what is 
a biblical view of sex? The Biblical attitude toward sex is positive and accepting.   
First, the nature of sex has the dignity and goodness (Hollis 1975, 58). If God is the Creator of everything (Gen. 
1:1, John 1:1-3), he is responsible for the fact that we are sexual beings. Sex, the Bible teaches, is one of the  
God’ s good gifts, and it has been given to us richly to enjoy (I Tim 6:17). One implication of the belief in a Creator-
God is that the creation is good. Bodies are good and sex is good, too. We should not attempt to escape the fact that 
we are sexual beings.  Second, sex is the unity of personhood(Hollis 1975,59).  The Bible teaches that we are 
psychol-physical persons and sex should be a part of our total personality. Therefore, the attempt to limit intercourse 
to physical involvement and pleasure is contrary to the biblical understanding of a person as a total personality.  
Third, sex needs marriage and marriage needs sex. Marriage is God’ s intention for creation, but his redemptive 
activity sometimes directs people toward a life which excludes marriage.  
At the same time, there are many who simply do not have the opportunity to marry. Those who are called to be 
celibates and those who are involuntarily unmarried can be fully human by living for others, as Jesus so readily 
demonstrated(Ibid, 62-63).  If God gave us sex as a good gift, what are the purposes of sexuality? We will discuss 
four purposes of intercourse here.  1) Union in “ One Flesh” (Ibid, 63-64). “ For this reason a man will leave his 
father and mother and be united to his wife, and they will become one flesh” (Gen. 2:24). The “ one flesh” union 
refers to the fact that in intercourse a man and woman establish a new relation. This union involves the total being of 
both man and woman, and it is only possible because God has made us psycho-physical persons. In becoming “ one 
flesh,” the couple do not lose their maleness and femaleness, but they do enter a new union nourished by love.  2)  
Procreation (Ibid, 66-67).  An obvious purpose of intercourse is procreation. Procreation is not the only justification 
for intercourse nor is it necessarily more important than other purposes, but it is an extremely significant aspect of 
the sexual relationship between husband and wife. The Bible shows us this purpose of intercourse. In Genesis 1:28, 
we read: “ And God blessed them and said to them, ‘ Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue 
it.’ ”  3) Pleasure. The joy and spontaneity of sex are often missing. However, the Bible says about the pleasure of it, 
“ May your fountain be blessed, and may you rejoice in the wife of your youth. A loving doe, a graceful deer-may 
her breasts satisfy you always, may you ever be captivated by her love” (Prov. 5:18-19). Sex is good, because it 
brings the pleasure that comes through the fulfillment of desire and the release of tension (Ibid, 57-59).         
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4) Communication. The Hebrew word, “ Yada” which means “ to know,” is sometimes used as a euphemism for 
intercourse. In Genesis 4:1, we find: “ Now Adam knew Eve his wife, and she conceived and bore Cain.” We can 
find that this particular word is used because the biblical writers recognized that in intercourse a special kind of 
knowledge is conveyed. One purpose of intercourse, therefore, is communication. Indeed, the English word 
“ intercourse” means “ communication” (Ibid, 72). The value of intercourse as a means of communication has been 
stressed by the Elton Truebloods: “ One of the most significant things to say about sexual intercourse is that it 
provides husband and wife with a language which cannot be matched by words or by any other act whatsoever. 
Love needs language for its adequate expression and sex has its own syntax” (Truebloods 1953, 54). 
In sum, our sexuality belongs to creation, therefore, our feelings about it can be of a piece with God’ s feelings 
about what he made (Smedes 1976, 26). Also human sexuality, a part of God’ s good creation, ought to be affirmed 
and accepted with thanksgiving(Wolters 1985, 92). Sexuality is very related to marriage. Distorted sexuality and the 
failure of the marriage in terms of the Fall leads to the undesirable results, such as, adultery, divorce and abortion etc. 
We will study about these results in terms of the Fall.  
2.3. Theology of, Adultery and Divorce and Distorted Sexuality In Terms of the Fall 
2.3.1. Adultery 
 
Adultery is legally defined as voluntary sexual intercourse between a married man or woman with someone who 
is not his or her marriage partner(Zimbwelman 1985, 224).  However, biblical teachings regarding adultery are 
specific and not restricted to legal concepts. A marriage relationship emphasize love, trust, commitment and 
faithfulness and is seen as sacred and spiritual. The trust which should develop in and through marriage is compared 
to that of Christ and the church. Therefore, adultery cannot be viewed as a joyful sexual fling- it is the breaking of a 
deeply mysterious spiritual bond. Failure to view marriage on this level reduces the relationship to a superficial and 
less enriching experience. 
2.3.2. Divorce 
 
The permanence of marriage is the content of the divine command. The Bible says, “ So they are no longer two, 
but one. Therefore what God has joined together, let man not separate” (Matthew 19:6).  Karl Barth wrote,  
 
When marriage is seen in the light of the divine command, then it is clear that it is a lasting life-partnership. It is the 
full and exclusive union of a man and a woman for the whole of the time which still lies before them and is given them 
in common. To enter upon marriage is to renounce the possibility of leaving it (Barth 1968, 29). 
 
Also Paul reminds both the Corinthians and the Romans that the institution of Christian marriage is permanent: 
“ A woman is bound to her husband as long as he lives. But if her husband dies, she is free to marry anyone she 
wishes, but he must belong to the Lord” (I Cor 7:39). According to all these, divorce was never a part of the divine 
purpose. Divorce - the breakdown of oneness - came after the fall, as did every other departure from the original 
design of the Creator. The unity and goodness of God’ s plan for human beings was broken by the sin of Adam and 
Eve.   
2.3.3. Distorted Sexuality 
 
As we studied earlier, the nature of sex has dignity and goodness and sex is the unity of personality and sex 
needs marriage. However, if sex occurs beyond what is God’ s creational design for sex, it would be fallen into the 
distorted sexuality, such as, homosexuality, sexual eccentricity and pornography. 
 
a) Homosexuality 
 
God designed human sexuality for the context of heterosexual marriage and committed human love. Therefore, 
homosexuality should be condemned basically. Homosexuality, however, should be studied in terms of different 
aspects. Smedes wrote, “We who are heterosexual need to exercise humility when we talk about homosexuality 
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simply because we are very ignorant” (Smedes 1976, 63).  What is homosexuality? The term “homosexuality” 
means sexual relations, either over or fantasied, between persons of the same sex. It is derived from the Greek prefix 
homo-, meaning “the same as,” not from the Latin word for man. Thus the term is appropriately used for sexual 
behavior between men or between women. “ Lesbian” or “ saphic” are also sometimes used to refer to sexual 
relations between women; the Greek poetess Sappho, who lived on the island of Lebos, immortalized female 
homosexual relations in verse (Broderick and Bernard 1969, 344).  Homosexuality and lesbianism has existed 
throughout the history of mankind and appears in various forms and practices in all cultures. Some cultures accept 
or approve of it but the majority reject it as a normal lifestyle. Many homosexuals and lesbians are ostracized and 
designated as perverts. Gay groups are making new demands and want Christians to accept them. Several 
homosexual churches have been organized and are functioning. These groups are allowing and encouraging 
members of the same sex to marry each other and establish households.  
 
According to Smedes, these people consider homosexuality as a special form of normal sexuality (Smedes 1976, 
65).  Smedes added,  
 
A homosexual person is different only because he happens to be in a minority. He is following his God-given nature 
just as a heterosexual is following his, and he looks for the same deep personal experience in sexual relations that any 
normal person does. There is no reason for him to change or what to change his inclinations. If there is a moral problem 
in connection with homosexuality, it lies with heterosexuals who in their ignorance and arrogance deprive homosexual 
people of their rights to full equality in society (Ibid). 
 
However, the book of Leviticus condemns homosexuality (Leviticus 20:13). Christianity has historically reacted 
against it and many western countries outlawed its practice until recently. Without a doubt, homosexuality is a self-
chosen person. The homosexual person is a decadent and dangerous creature. He is not simply sick in any medical 
sense(Leone & O’ Neill 1983, 73); he is unhealthy and abnormal in a moral sense.  Finally, a homosexual or lesbian 
can decide how to handle their homosexuality, and celibacy is an option for Christians. Their problems are no 
different from those facing heterosexual singles with strong sexual drives or married people whose needs are not 
met in marriage (Zimbelman 1985, 230).  
 
b) Sexual Eccentricity and distortion 
 
If sexuality is not normal it would be sexual eccentricity and distortion. According to Smedes, normal sexuality 
are: 1) Sexuality is interwoven with the total character development of a person. 2) Sexuality is a biologically rooted 
drive toward personal communion. 3) Sexuality is a movement toward heterosexual relations that are climaxed in a 
committed, loving, and permanent union. Any sexual eccentricity that aborts any of these or is continuously 
substituted for them is at least the beginning of distortion, such as, fetishism, masochism, sadism and transvestism 
and transsexuality. First, Fetishism is that some people are sexually aroused by things that have nothing to do with 
sex. Things like shoes, gloves, a piece of rubber, or some soft silky cloth can stimulate some people. These things 
are called fetishes. Second, masochism involves receiving pleasure from pain. Third, sadism is sexual gratification 
gained through causing physical or psychological pain and humiliation. Fourth, transvestism is to wear the clothes 
and mimic the manners of the opposite sex. And transsexuality is that a person feel like and want to be the other sex 
(Smedes 1976, 53-62).  
 
c) Pornography 
 
Pornography is harmful, because it makes sex trivial, uninteresting, and dull. Also children cannot grown in love 
if they are trained with pornography. Pornography is loveless; it degrades the human being, reduces him to the level 
of animal. The worst thing that can happen to sex now is to empty it of mystery, wonder, and longing.  
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3. Implications of the Theological Education  
3.1.  As the Tool of the Redemption 
The concept of creation is much broader than we normally think. Also the result of the Fall was so enormous and 
tragic that not only humankind but also every creature could not do anything for redemption but wait for. We 
studied about the marriage and the sexuality as the products and also we realized that the Fall affected marriage and 
sexuality negatively. Marriage and sexuality were created as good things, but as the results of the Fall, adultery, 
divorce and distorted sexuality came out into the world. Even though marriage has vulnerability to be broken by 
adultery and divorce, marriage should not be avoided by Christians, but sanctified. Sexuality is not simply to be 
shunned, but redeemed. All of this need the redemption and this redemption can be achieved by only God alone 
through Jesus Christ, because He is the creator. Wolters wrote, “ If the whole creation is affected by the fall, then the 
whole creation is also reclaimed in Christ” (wolters 1985, 59-69). This redemption restores the whole creation(Ibid. 
57).  Jesus Christ gave us the Redemption and “ the scope of redemption is as great as that of the fall; it embraces 
creation as a whole” (Wolters 1985, 59). Also God gave us the way to accomplish the Redemption through the Bible, 
church, politics and education, etc. As a Christian educator, I would like to study about the family ministry for the 
redemption of the marriage and the sex education for the redemption of the distorted sexuality in terms of the 
theological education.      
3.1.1. Family Ministry 
 
Men and women were jointly created in God’ s image. And God created the first family relationship, Eve for 
Adam. Therefore, marriage is part of God’ s basic creation order. The deepest of human relationships resulted-
marriage. In order to protect family life from the affect of the fall, we need family ministry. Money wrote about the 
family ministry,  
 
In short, family ministry is a total approach to families-an outlook. The essence of family ministry is an attitude toward 
the family that must be integrated into every aspect of church life. Family ministry involves a style of servant 
leadership that is dedicated to making the church a community of vibrant families. It emphasizes home-centered 
nurture and nurture found through the church. Concern for individual families within the greater family of God is 
central to the church’ s identity and mission. The church is more like a family than anything else (Money 1987, 28). 
 
This family ministry belongs to the church ministry in terms of the theological education. Effective Family 
ministry will reflect positive teaching which focuses on problems and conflicts while they are still manageable. A 
positive approach builds on what the Bible says about members of the body of Christ getting along with one another. 
It emphasizes the day-to-day skills needed to keep family members in harmony with each other and with God(Ibid, 
30).  What do we need for the family ministry? What the family ministry should be? Sell wrote some useful contents 
of the family ministry (Sell 1995, 14-21).  First, family ministry is spiritual and moral ministry. The church needs to 
help produce strong marriages and families in order to promote Christian morality. Three of the ten commandments 
deal with adultery, obedience to parents and coveting someone’ s wife. It means that the church should do important 
things for the family ministry in order to keep the God’ s commandments.  Second, family ministry is discipling. By 
“ discipling,” we usually mean bring new Christian to a certain degree of maturity and then training them to reach 
others. Discipling is a central function of the church. A major feature of family ministry is training parents to 
disciple their children in the Christian faith.   Third, family ministry is biblical application, therefore family ministry 
deals with church life and church doctrine. It would give the families the theological truths which improve their 
family lives.  Fourth, family ministry is prevention. Since the Fall, God’ s institution is in trouble. There are many 
problems which threaten the family life. Unfortunately, government and community services are more remedial than 
preventive. Like physicians, they wait until families are in serious trouble before they offer “ intervention.” 
However, the church, like no other social institution, is in the best position to prevent family problems. 
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3.1.2. Sex Education 
 
As we studied, sex is from God and it is good gift for humankind. The Bible, however, shows us quite basic and 
limited lessons about the sexuality. For example, God designed human sexuality for the context of heterosexual 
marriage and committed human love; deviations from this(bestiality, homosexual relations, adultery, prostitution, 
loveless lust) are all roundly condemned. “ But what about such matters as petting, masturbation, and sexual 
fantasies” (Wolters 1997, 90)? Also the Bible does not tell us about the sex education for our children or for some 
adults. When do we start sex education for our children? Is sex education necessary for our young children? How do 
we teach them about sexuality?  
Many of us ignore the sex education and think the best sex education is no sex education of any kind at all. 
Many of us hope our children know about sexuality for themselves without bothering us. However, when we face 
the fact that the rates of teenagers sex and pregnancy and venereal disease are getting higher than before, we should 
do something for them.  Leon Smith show us the possibilities for sex education (Otto 1978,101-116).  First, a new 
framework, a new perspective is needed. For example, sex is God’ s good gift, all persons are sexual beings, sexual 
pleasure is good, and the culture affects all of us.  Second, sex education as a shared responsibility. For example, 
churches support of sex education in public schools, churches encourage sex research.  Third, the new sex education 
in the churches. For example, for persons of all ages, new materials are being developed, sex education training for 
ministers, sex education through counseling and acceptance of different life-styles.  Fourth, two related movements 
involve sex education.  For example, concern for equal status of men and women and the rise of marriage 
enrichment.  Fifth, trends in three controversial areas.  For example, pornography is being redefined, masturbation is 
being affirmed and toward acceptance of homosexual persons.  Basically, I agree to first four sex education 
statements, however, I do not accept fifth statement fully.  The reason I do not accept fully is that pornography(Matt. 
5:28) and homosexuality(Lev. 18:22)is defined as prohibited product and behavior in the Bible. Christian 
communities, however, should take care of the homosexual persons as emotional and spiritual patients until they 
show the decision to be heterosexual people or to choose the celibate life.   
4. Conclusion 
We need to have theological perspective in order to understand what God meant about something. As we studied, 
God had created sex and marriage as good things before the Fall.  However, because of the Fall of man (Adam), all 
things have been distorted and malfunctioned. Without exception, marriage and sexuality have been affected by the 
Fall.  However, even though marriage and sexuality have been distorted, these things should not be avoided by 
Christians, but sanctified.  Because we believe that the atoning death of a man (Jesus Christ, the second Adam) is 
the salvation of the whole world.  Jesus’s ministry clearly demonstrates the restoration of creation. Christ is the great 
physician who heals our sickness unto death and restores us to health.  Christ is also the great educator who teaches 
the Word of God and leads us to the truth.  I, as a follower of Christ, am convinced that one way to get redemption 
and to restore the image of God is to accept Jesus Christ as the Redeemer and to learn from him.  We need learn 
from him (Matt 11:28), also, we need some who teaches about Jesus Christ to the people who want to follow Him 
steadily. This kind of ideas made me a Christian educator.  The redemptive ministry of Jesus Christ could be 
accomplished by Christian educators who have the ability to think theologically.  We need to interpret this world 
through our theology.  Our Christian education can come out through this kind of diagnosis.  That is why we need to 
have theological foundations of Christian education.  We need family ministry and sex education in terms of 
theological foundations in order to restore the Image of God in this area.  As we studied, marriage life and sexuality 
which are incomplete because of the Fall could be prevented by the ministry of Jesus’s redemptive word and our 
efforts as educators.  And adultery, divorce and distorted sexuality, etc. as the products of the Fall, could be restored 
by the ministry of Jesus’s redemptive work and our efforts as educators.  Christ allowed us to do this ministry as His 
co-workers to restore God’s purpose of the Creation through redemptive ministry.  For the kingdom of God and His 
glory we should do our best as educators.  
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